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What is the IB Diploma
programme?

The IB Diploma Programme is available and recognised
world wide. It is administered by the International
Baccalaureate Organisation and is offered by over
2000 schools in 136 countries.

Students study six subjects for the full two years of the
programme as well as working on an extended essay,
taking a ‘Theory of Knowledge’ course and completing
a programme of Creativity, Action and Service. (CAS)

Students choose their subjects from the six groups
shown overleaf. All students study literature in their
own language, mathematics, a foreign language and
a science subject.

How is the IB Diploma
Programme different from
BTEC vocational study

or A Levels?

The IB Diploma Programme is a different Post-16
education experience to either vocational or A Level
study. Initially, students will study more separate
subjects for a longer period of time than with the other
types of courses. They also spend slightly more time
learning in the classroom than students on ‘A’ Level

or vocational courses.

Unlike ‘A’ Level study, students do not ‘drop’ subjects
half way through the course. Students study all
components of the programme for the full two years.

IB Diploma Programme students have no modular
exams in January or the summer. All exams are taken
at the end of the two year course.
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Advantages of studying
for the IB Diploma.

The IB Diploma Programme is recognised worldwide
and has an excellent reputation. It is also highly regarded
by UK universities.

Students do not have to specialise in their studies too
soon because they are able to continue more subjects
than they can with A Level or vocational study. This can
also be particularly beneficial for university applications
where IB students will have a broader range of choice
and flexibility because of their wider course base.

Students’ studies and thinking are linked through the
Theory of Knowledge course. This course is unique to
the Diploma Programme and encourages students to
reflect on their learning in their different subject areas.

The CAS programme encourages social enterprise
and community action in a way that is that is integral
to the course.

What sorts of students are
suited to the IB Diploma
Programme?

Students who would prefer to continue with a broader
range of subjects after their GCSEs are ideally suited
to the IB Diploma Programme. They should also enjoy
doing a range of extra activities alongside their studies
and be confident in examinations.

Students who are well organised, independently minded
and are likely to achieve good GCSE grades are well
suited to the IB Diploma programme.
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What courses are available

in the IB Diploma Group 1

diploma
Programme at Coombe? programme
Group 2 Group 3
second individuals
language and societies
Extended essay

Theory of

knowledge
Group 4 ewiedae Group 5
experimental Creativity, action, mathematics
sciences service and computer

science

Group 6
the arts
© IBO 2002

All subjects are available at Standard and Higher Level,
unless indicated otherwise

Group 1 Group 2 Group 3 Group 4 Group 5 Group 6

English French History Biology Mathematics Visual Arts
Spanish Psychology Physics Maths Studies Theatre Studies
German Economics Chemistry (SLony)
Spanish

Ab initio (SL only)

How can I find out more
about these courses?

The Coombe Sixth Form website is a great source of
information with specific detail on our range of courses.
Visit www.coombegirlsschool.org.

Alternatively, contact us in school for further information.



